FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Russia and joined the Bolshevik Party. Here he opposed the Lenin
position on the national and other questions. In 1918, in connection
with the conclusion of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty, Radek, together
with Pyatakov, became one of the most active leaders of the "Left"
Communists, and supported the attempt of the "Left" to arrest
Lenin.
In 1923, Radek became one of the leaders of the Trotsky oppo-
sition, and for his anti-Party and anti-Soviet activities the Fifteenth
Congress of the Party in 1927 expelled him from the Party. In
1926, in the course of a discussion at the Communist Academy,
Radek sneered at the idea of constructing Socialism in the U.S.S.R.,
characterizing it as an attempt to construct Socialism in one dis-
trict, even in one street- In 1929, Radek, petitioning to be rein-
stated, declared that he was now convinced of the correctness of
the general Party line, and as a result he was readmitted to the
Party. He was given a number of responsible posts and was
appointed a member of the Editorial Board of I^vestia. Whilst at
this post Radek, however, according to his own confessions, con-
tinued to deceive the Party, renewed connections with Trotsky,
organized terrorist groups, carried on negotiations with represen-
tatives of foreign Powers in Moscow for the partition of the
U.S.S.R., etc.
During the Zinoviev trials in January 1935, and in August 1936,
he pretended to be an enemy of Trotskyism, wrote hypocritical
articles in the Press condemning Trotsky, Zinoviev, and Kamenev,
thus masking his own counter-revolutionary work.
And so we might go through the whole list of prominent accused.
Although as far back as the Party Congress of 1927, Molotov
had expressed the view that there undoubtedly existed criminal
terrorist tendencies within the Trotsky-Zinoviev group and had ;
said: "Consequently, the sharpening of the struggle and the per- |
sonal attacks on different comrades may serve as a direct en-
couragement to criminal terrorist tendencies against leaders of the ;
Party"; nevertheless,it is evident that neither Stalin nor the Central ;
Committee thought that the various opposition leaders were
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